NEWS

DID YOU KNOW | The 39th Australian Infantry Battalion 1941-1943 existed as a unit for only 20 months of World War Il.

WWII hero is reunited with a treasured souvenir after a series of almost unbelievable coincidences

Ken Phelan with the flag he signed while serving in New Guinea during World War II.

War history | Adrian Bernecich

LAST month when Ken Phelan saw
his carefully scrawled name - on a
tattered Japanese flag that he and

tured in New Guinea during World
War II - the 87-year-old veteran was
surprised, to say the least.

The Mulgrave resident, who
served in New Guinea from 1941-46,
was reunited with the flag after a
series of almost unbelievable co-
incidences triggered by the
Oakleigh-based Military Historical
Society of Australia.

It all came about when Camber-
well war buff David Howell, 30,
who runs tours up the Kokoda
Track, was asked to talk about the
famous 39th Battalion - of which
Mr Phelan was a member — at the
MHSA'’s future August 27 meeting.

In preparation, he contacted the
39th Battalion Association, which
referred him to Mr Phelan as a real-
life example of a war hero.

In a delightful twist of fate, Mr
Howell later saw the flag for sale on
eBay with Mr Phelan’s name and
officer number. Four days later, he
surprised the veteran with the
treasured souvenir at their first
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The flag has 24 signatures.

“The whole thing was just sheer
luck,” Mr Howell said. “It’s one
thing to have the flag, but to be able
to relate it to a living person makes
it so much more worthwhile.”

Mr Phelan said he could not re-
member signing the flag, or any of
the names on it, but described the
surprise as the ‘“greatest in the
world”.

Mr Howell bought the flag, which
has names of 24 ex-servicemen
from Queensland, New South
Wales and Victoria, from Jeanette
Brown, the daughter of another
soldier on the flag, Ken Brown.

Ms Brown, 56, said she had in-
herited the flag after her father
died 15 years ago.

COMPUTERISED SPINAL

EXAM Normally $70
Attention Neck and Back Pain Sufferers

l If you or someone you know suffers from neck and

- back pain, then there is hope. If other treatment types
haven’t worked for you, we have an option for you. If

’ ] you’re tired of trying to live with constant neck and

back pain that limits you from living the life you want,
then this news is for YOU!
Treatment for neck and back pain is available that has
helped many sufferers of neck and back pain, unlike
many medications which only cover up the pain for
short periods of time! And unlike some medications
this non-drug treatment is gentle and effective in
treating neck and back pain. The only side effect is
) .|| . feeling great and having a life without constant back
pain.

Clients from all over the South Eastern suburbs owe
their new improved lifestyle to this treatment. Many of

how they have been shown how to stop it from coming
back, they also mentioned that the Chiropractor and his
staff were very friendly and helpful.

Dr. Andrew Adamski
Chiropractor

A Neck & Back Pain Assessment has recently become available at Brandon Park
Chiropractic Centre which reveals if this treatment may work for you. The Neck & Back
Pain Assessment includes a Computerised Spinal Exam,which is a specialised non-invasive
test that provides information about your neck and back; it only takes a few minutes

to perform and the results are immediate. Also included is a full postural, physical,
neurological examination as well as X-rays if indicated.

To receive your Neck & Back Pain Assessment and Consultation for just $35,
call for an appointment. Our office is called Brandon Park Chiropractic and we
are located at 696 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill. You can contact us on

Phone 9560 4466 to book an appointment!

We are open Monday to Thursday 7am to 6.30pm and on Wednesday 7am-1pm.
There are only 7 appointments available this week.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT NOW!

them comment on how their pain has been relieved and
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ireds of gift ideas for Dads!!
Buy in bulk and save!

Footballs, Can Holders, Drinking Games, Bathurst Photographic
Prints, Clocks, Name Socks, Beer Glasses, Gift Packs, Poker Sets,
Spirit Dispensers, Towels, Bar Runners, Card Tables, Clothing,
Mugs and lots more!*

All of these in quality and famous brand names like Jim Beam,
Ford, Victorian Bitter, Playboy, Bunderberg Rum,
The Simpsons, AFL and more!*

When? Friday August 21st, Saturday August 22nd and
Friday September 4th for all those last minute shoppers!
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S5 SAVI'SS \Where? Warehouse Direct Sales Australia
Rear of 57-59 Nantilla Road, North Clayton, Victoria 3168

Time? 8am to 6pm $5 SAVE 58
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We are also open every Monday from
9am to 4pm
(On Monday public holidays we will be
open on the Tuesday)
Wholesale customers welcome any day
any time, please contact
Robbie for an appointment
0409 803 420

* While stocks last
08WGV407450F/LC/9
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ITEMS WAY BELOW RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE

Bankcard, MasterCard, Visa and Eftpos accepted for purchases over $20
Warehouse Direct Sales Australia rear of 57-59 Nantilla Road, North Clayton Victoria 3168
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